machce

gach-Pathology=einics 3

u
as
(=1
=

B

! ?mamEV|dence hé'séd practice
e ;;E_EAP a1 2 C,mem oS

NSW Speech Pathology EBP Aged Care
Terms of Reference
Introduction

The Speech Pathology Aged Care EBP Group was created in 2023. It forms a part of the NSW
Evidence Based Practice Network. This group comes together to discuss Speech Pathology EBP issues
related to aged care including dysphagia, communication and wider geriatric issues as they relate to
Speech Pathology (e.g may include but not limited to frailty, palliative care, dementia, cognitive
impairment, etc). The group strives to adhere to evidenced based practice.

The specific aims of the group include:

- Toreview literature and evidence in Speech Pathology and Aged Care

- To provide a forum for peer support, guidance and reciprocal education

- To collaborate and exchange ideas including clinical guidelines, Ql projects, research
projects, education projects

- To review and implement best practice and common procedures in Speech Pathology and
Aged Care

- To maintain affiliation with NSW EBP network

Operation

The meetings will operate to an agenda as directed by the chairperson. Meeting information and
schedule will be emailed by the chairperson to the members. The chairperson is the leader of the
Aged Care EBP Group. Minutes and/or information from the meeting will be emailed to members
following meetings. At the start of each year, an active contact list will be developed and updated as
required. This is to monitor attendance/contribution. From this, inactive members can be identified
for reconsideration of active membership.

Membership

Active members will be currently working with aged care consumers in their workplace or involved
academically in aged care research/teaching. This can include clinicians working in public and private
sectors. All active members are required to attend at least 3 meetings per calendar year. Active
members have the responsibility of participation and sharing of information to their colleagues
within the group and their own departments as required. Active members are required to actively
participate in EBP meetings and activities including but not limited to, involvement in generating



clinical questions, decisions around topics, sourcing literature, critically reviewing literature,
discussing and reflecting on current practice and implementation of evidence. If attendance at
meetings is not possible, apologies should be forwarded to the group leader prior to the meeting.
Student Speech Pathologists can participate in meetings with their CE as appropriate. Inactive
members will be removed from the active contact list at the discretion of the group leader. Speech
Pathologists interested in keeping up to date with the group’s activities but not being an active
member, can do so through the EBP Network website.

Meetings

The NSW Aged Care EBP group will meet up to 6 times annually. The meeting dates will be set by the
group leader. Meetings will be held via teleconference using Microsoft Teams as organised by the
group leader. A meeting quorum of at least 50% of active members, with representation from at
least 4 workplaces will be required.

Terms of Reference will be reviewed annually. TOR last reviewed August 2026.



